
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Where will The Smith Center for the Performing Arts be located?

The Smith Center for the Performing Arts will be located downtown within the 61-acre Union Park development. The 

4.75-acre Smith Center will be northeast of the Lou Ruvo Brain Institute which is at the corner of Bonneville Avenue 

and Grand Central Parkway.

What do the plans include?

When completed, The Smith Center will be a four-theater complex: a spectacular main theater seating more than 

resident companies, Nevada Ballet Theatre and the Las Vegas Philharmonic. 

What is the timeline?

Current projections are to break ground in late 2008/early 2009 and complete construction in 2011. 

What will it look like?

The complex will be visually striking, timeless, majestic, and built to last for many generations. Inspired by many 

styles of architecture including Art Deco, The Smith Center will have smooth masculine lines that are rich in detail and 

feature a carillon bell towers topped with a stainless steel silver crown. All three buildings will be made of stone like 

many of the great and ageless opera houses and concert halls. 

Who will design the facility?

The Smith Center has assembled an internationally renowned design team.  David M. Schwarz/Architectural Services 

Inc. is known for their extraordinary buildings.  Schwarz has designed three of the most celebrated U.S. performing 

American Airlines Center in Dallas and the Rangers Ballpark in Arlington.

recognized as one of the leading theater consultants in the world, with more than 250 projects around the globe.

Schermerhorn Symphony Center in Nashville.

The design team also includes Donnell Consultants Incorporated (cost management), Whiting-Turner (construction 

Martin & Martin Civil Engineers and Surveyors, MSA Engineering Consultants, SBLD Studio, Terracon, Two Twelve 

Associates, Inc., Green Building Services, and Walter P. Moore Engineers and Consultants.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS, continued

Will the facility be environment-friendly?

Smart choices are being made throughout the design of the facility, including proper building orientation, low 

(LEED) program. 

Where will patrons park?

How much will it cost? 

The project has three buildings that will have a total project cost of approximately $475 million, which includes the 

value of land, infrastructure, parking and endowment.

How will it be funded?

The Smith Center will be funded by a public/private partnership.

Public Sector: The City of Las Vegas will provide land, infrastructure, environmental clean-up, and parking, valued 

at $50 million.  The City of Las Vegas, Clark County and State Legislature collaborated on a car rental fee which will 

result in a bond of at least $125 million. 

Private Sector:

campus. This gift is the largest philanthropic donation in state history, and combined with their initial contribution, 

makes for the second largest donation to the performing arts in the United States. 

We continue to receive generous donations from a variety of companies, organizations, and private citizens.

What kind of performances will be offered?

Designed to address the needs of community residents, The Smith Center will offer a blend of performances by local 

cultures from all over the world. 

What kinds of educational programs will be offered?

The Smith Center will stage many performances, workshops and master classes for students in Clark County.  To 

begin our educational programming, The Smith Center has joined with the Clark County School District and the 

partnership features national and international artists who conduct workshops for teachers and students connecting the 

arts to all areas of the curriculum.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS, continued

How will The Smith Center be different than other local theaters?

Unlike many Las Vegas showrooms, The Smith Center will be a technical work of art with the latest advancements and 

soloists. It will be a stand-alone, family-friendly cultural arts center that will serve the needs of our community, local 

arts organizations, and our children.

Who is making it happen?

production, and performing arts center management.

Who will own the facility?

Why downtown?

The downtown area is an easily accessible city-center location.  Its central location makes it an attractive destination 

for all residents in the valley. In cities across the country, performing arts centers have been an effective tool for 

downtown revitalization.  Based on these case studies, the mayor and city planners were pleased to set aside downtown 

property for the project.

Can Las Vegas support such a facility?

for a performing arts center.  A series of feasibility and operating studies support the community’s need for and ability 

to support The Smith Center. Clark County Commissioners and state legislators scrutinized this information before 

approving public support of the project. 

How will The Smith Center work with local arts organizations?

Due to space restrictions and increasing competition for performance venues, local arts organizations are looking 

forward to having a new world-class home.  The Nevada Ballet Theatre, the Las Vegas Philharmonic and other 

arts organizations participated in a pre-architectural assessment to ensure the inclusion of amenities needed by the 

community and arts organizations.  It is believed that The Smith Center will provide the impetus for local arts groups 

to reach a higher level of artistic excellence.


